
When the State of Nebraska 

started an agricultural high 

school in 1911 designed to 

provide manual training for 

young men and the art of 

housekeeping for young 

women, little did administra-

tors know that this institution 

would eventually become a 

college designed to meet 

the needs of a changing 

agricultural industry.   

In May 2008, the Appropria-

tions Committee of the Ne-

braska Legislature agreed to 

budget $9 million for NCTA 

to construct a new Educa-

tion Center.  This facility will 

house a number of new 

classrooms for the school s 

Veterinary Technology, Hor-

ticulture and Agronomy pro-

grams, in addition to a 144 

seat auditorium.  But as 

Dean Weldon Sleight 

knows, this is only one piece 

of a master plan that will 

help NCTA become cutting 

edge not only in its pro-

grams, but in its facilities as 

well. 

The needs of students to-

day are drastically different 

than the students attending 

from the 1950s and 1960s,  

Dean Weldon Sleight states.  

Prospective students are 

our customers, and we need 

to provide the best quality 

experience in order to attract 

and retain the best and 

brightest. 

However, the appropriation 

intent from the Legislature 

does come with some 

strings attached.  NCTA has 

been charged with raising 

$1 million to match the ap-

propriation by December 31, 

2008.  Sleight knows how 

the investment in the school 

directly correlates to the 

survival of rural Nebraska 

and the strengthening of 

Nebraska agriculture. 

The students coming to 

NCTA understand agricul-

ture and they want to return 

back home to pursue the 

dream of becoming a part-

ner in business on Main 

Street or owning their own 

operation,  Sleight shares.  

But even with their desire to 

return to rural Nebraska, 

having access to the best in 

education and training in 

agriculture and entrepre-

neurship is still extremely 

high on our priority list.  Fa-

cilities and programs also 

need to keep pace as the 

world continues to change at 

a rapid pace. 

Sleight has issued the chal-

lenge to all alumni to help 

them meet this goal.  So 

many alumni speak fondly of 

their time at this institution 

and how NCTA is unlike any 

other school they consid-

ered,  Sleight adds.  I en-

courage all alumni to think 

about leaving a legacy for 

future students to enjoy the 

same experiences they did 

during their time in Curtis.  

Large or small, a donation or 

pledge to the Education 

Center Fund will ensure that 

NCTA will be here serving 

students who love agricul-

ture for many years. 

 

For more information on 

how to contribute to NCTA s 

Education Center Fund, 

please contact Dr Weldon 

Sleight at 1-8003CURTIS, or 

Ann Bruntz with the Univer-

sity of Nebraska Foundation 

at 1-402-458-1176. 
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The new NCTA Education Center at NCTA will have many of the same 

features that are exhibited in this USU Uintah Basin Student Center 



Dear Fellow Alumni- 

I hope this newsletter finds you all doing 

well!  Once again this past year has 

flown by!  As for me and my family we ve 

been keeping busy with work, the farm, 

the UNSTA/NCTA Alumni Association 

and the Nebraska LEAD Program. 

I recently had the great honor to come 

out to Curtis to spend the day at the 

NCTA Open House and Career Fair.  

This was just on Wednesday, October 

15th and I must say it was a highlight for 

my fall. 

I got a chance to speak to many of the 

Open House participants about the com-

pany I work for, Professional Veterinary 

Products Ltd.  I also got to take a few 

minutes to speak on the alumni panel.  I 

was one of five alumni speakers and it 

was so great to see several of my class-

mates, Dan Reeves, Larry Cooper and 

Erin Valenzuela,  It was also wonderful to 

interact with a couple of other alumni 

from other classes (Regina Andrijeski 

and Patti Ludeke) as well. 

It always feels good seeing and visiting 

with other folks that attended that great 

school out West.  It always leaves me 

filled with a sense of pride and great ac-

complishment for being affiliated with that 

awesome institution; anyway, sorry to 

please get your donations in!  This is a 

crucial turning point for NCTA.  I have 

seen first hand what these 2 new build-

ings in town have done for Curtis and 

the College and I don t want it to stop 

there. 

Please consider pledging the gift of 

$1,000.00. I know that sounds like a lot 

to ask, but it can be paid over a 3 year 

period.  When you break that down per 

year it is $333.33, which comes to 

$27.79 a month.  NCTA is worth that 

isn t it?  My husband Neil and I made 

the pledge and are happy to give that to 

NCTA  that s what about a half of a 

tank of gas, or a meal out?  Oh yes, 

NCTA is definitely worth that! I owe a lot 

more than that for what differences 

NCTA has made in my life. 

Please send your donations in  no gift 

is too small or too large.  

I hope everyone can find some room in 

the budget for NCTA and I also hope 

that many of you plan on attending this 

years annual Alumni Banquet  I hope it 

is a celebration of our new campus 

buildings! 

See you soon- 

Stephanie (Vogt) Stedman 

Vet Tech 2001 

 NSA/UNSTA/NCTA Alumni President 
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ramble about that but it was really great 

to get back there again, even though I 

was at the campus in September of 

2007, so not horribly long ago.  I did get 

to see the new community building and 

home of the Aggies.  Wow  I saw so 

many things that day that made me 

wish I could be a student there all over 

again! 

One of the first things I noticed when I 

pulled onto campus were the student 

ambassadors cruising around campus 

on golf carts and sporting some really 

sharp red blazers  again to go back 

and experience such luxuries (smile).  

When I was an Ambassador there 

things were a little different, but I m so 

glad to see how the college has pro-

gressed.  Just the new Community 

Center and Hotel were enough to make 

me know that great things are happen-

ing in Curtis! 

Can you imagine having more lodging 

options?  Wow  that s something Cur-

tis hasn t had to offer, well ever.  You 

should really go see it all for yourself, it 

is all very nice and new and beautiful. 

Hopefully all of you have received infor-

mation about making a donation to the 

NCTA Education Center fund.  I am 

encouraging and asking everyone to 
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A Message from your President  

Here is a picture of a small NCTA Reunion I had with a 

couple of my classmates in September 2008. 

From Left  Stephanie (Vogt) Stedman, Lucinda 

(Turner) Henning and Justin Kirchoff.   2001 NCTA 

Grads gather in September at Justin Kirchoff s new 

home in Friend, Nebraska. 

�$�/�8�0�1�,�«��Got news to share? Career Accomplishments? 

Please share any new updates with us by sending your informa-

tion by email to Linda Cole at lcole1@unl.edu or mail to us at: 

   

 NSA/UNSTA/NCTA Alumni Association News  

 Attention:  Linda Cole 

 404 East 7th Street 

 Curtis, NE  69001 

 

We hope to feature you in our next newsletter!  


