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RR 3, Box 23A
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PRESIDENT
Connie Stewart

432 E. 4th

Hickman, NE 68372

PRESIDENT-ELECT
LuAnn Thole
Rt.2Box 9

Milford, NE 68405

SECRETARY/TREASURER:
Jerry Sundquist
Curtis, NE

NEED ADDRESSES OF YOUR CLASSMATES??
If you want addresses of your classmates to contact them about attending the banquet, let us know, we should be able to do that.

M essage from
President Connie Stewart

Do to technical difficulties we were unable to get a message from Connie. | have spoken to Connie and she wishes everyone well and
hopes you will be able to attend the Banquet/Reunion this year. She says it has always been a great time visiting with graduates.

M essage from
President Elect LUAnn Thole

Hello everyone. When Jerry asked me to write an article, | thought he must have been joking. | was out of college for 12 years and didn't have to
do 'assignments anymore. Well, | waswrong. Assignments are endless, even for college graduates. One assignment we all needto do is
honoring who or what shaped our lives. For me, it was learning real-life education that | could apply right after graduating. My major was APS-
Meat Animal Emphasis. With that experience, | became a pork producer with a 100 sow farrow-to-finish operation. The work ethic | saw in the
teachersat NCTA, | reflect asa Rural Carrier Associate. If your life has been affected by UNSTA or NCTA, become a

member of this organization because you can only influence what you join.

ANNUAL BANQUET AND REUNION
SATURDAY, March 13, 2004

HOWARD JOHNSON RIVERSIDE INN
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA

SCHEDULE
2100 P.Mu.iiiii e UNSTA-NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BUSINESS MEETING
B:00 PVt Social Hour (cash bar) Banquet Room
Registration at table
7200 PVt Dinner ($16.00 + $3.00 per person) Banquet Room

REGISTRATION & RESERVATION INFORMATION
BANQUET REGISTRATION FEE

Membership Fee (must be @ MeMbBEr 10 FEQISTEN) ..o $15.00

The REGISTRATION FEE is the same as a membership. This fee when paid will be considered your membership dues for the



2004-2005 year. Each person or family will be paying this to attend.
ADVANCE REGISTRATION ONLY!

Register now! Return the registration form below and your check(s) by March 1, 2004. No refunds will be made for cancellations
received after March 5, 2004 No registrations will be taken over the phone.

LODGING

A block of rooms are reserved at a special rate ($56.95, Flat Rate) for UNSTA-NCTA Alumni. To reserve, please contact the
Howard Johnson Riverside
Inn, Grand Island, NE (1-800-422-3485) and tell them you are with the UNSTA-NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. Reservations

need to be made four weeks before the banquet to assure getting a room.

REGISTRATION FORM

UNSTA-NCTA ALUMNI BANQUET & REUNION

Please return this form and check(s) payable to UNSTA-NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION by March 1, 2004, to UNSTA-NCTA
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, C/0 Jerry Sundquist, RR 3, Box 23A, Curtis, NE 69025.

Please reserve dinners at $16.00 per person plus $3.00 per person Banquet
D 01= TS TR PURURRTR
* (The $3.00 per person helps to pay for the banquet guests, and additional expenses)
Membership Fee (if not already paid).........ccccoveiiiiiiiieiiicie e $ _ 15.00
Enclosed is MY ChECK(S) FOI ..o Total. . .$
Name Department Year
Address
City/State/Zip
Telephone number ( )
NOTICE

We have changed to format of the newdletter, for this time anyway. The price has doubled, so we are going to try to do thisin house. It
should save some printing costs.

Let us hear from you! We want to know what you are doing and also what you want from this organization. We wish we could hear from all
of you to get your input and involvement. We need it from all of our UNSTA and NCTA Alumni.

We are working on the NCTA webpage to get a spot for our alumni to look for news and if they wish to leave messages. Our websiteis
ncta2@unl.edu. Take alook also look at curtis-ne.com while you are there. 1f you want my email address is gsundquistl@unl.edu.

Honored Alumni Reunion
This year you and your classmates are being honored as graduates of UNSTA or NCTA. We will be honoring the classes of 1969,
74,79, 84, 89, 94, and 99. You will be honored at the UNSTA/NCTA Alumni Reunion Banquet being held in Grand Island at the
Howard Johnson Riverside Inn on March 13, 2004 (check the registration form for more information about the motel rates,
phone number, etc). We are sending you this notice so you will have ample time to make plans for the reunion. In this newsletter
you will find the information giving details about this year's banquet. Send your reservations to me by March 1, 2004. No refunds
will be made on cancellations received after March 5, 2004. Call or email me if you have any questions. We hope you will be able
to attend. Contact your classmates and also encourage them to attend. If you want the address of any of your classmates,
please let me know.

NCTA EARNSACCREDITATION

After four years of meetings, millions of key strokes and |ots of hard work on the part of everyone on the Nebraska College of Technica
Agriculture campus, the site team from the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools shared an
exit report on Wednesday, November 19 which gave NCTA preliminary five year accreditation with no stipulations.

The site team was comprised of educators from Minnesota and Arkansas. The group spent three days at NCTA meeting with faculty, staff,
students, advisory council members and University of Nebraska officials to review the college' s ongoing ability to meet the Commission’s
Criteriafor Accreditation.

The process for accreditation began in 1999. In 2001, the Commission sent the first site team to NCTA. Following that site team visit, NCTA
was granted initial candidacy status with the Higher Learning Commission. The college has spent the past two years writing and revising a self
study, developing plans and meeting the first site team evaluation recommendations and the Commission’s criteriafor accreditation. Ten
ingtitutional challengesissued by the first site team were the basis for the self study review during the past two years. Commission standards
require that everyone, including students, be involved in this process.

“1t has been exciting to see, on paper, our accomplishments and everything that we do,” said Dave Smith, accreditation steering committee
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coordinator. “This process took a tremendous effort by every person on campus and it is nice to be recognized for al those efforts.”
Previously NCTA had been accredited as part of the University of Nebraska. This evaluation and preliminary accreditation gives NCTA its
own accreditation status and confirms that education and collegiate life offered at the collegeis of the highest quality.

“Thisis atremendous accomplishment for our faculty, staff and this college,” said NCTA Dean, Dr. Don Woodburn. “There were almost
insurmountable hurdles that we had to overcome — and it’ s done with out restrictions.”

The preliminary five year accreditation status is subject to afinal decision of the Higher Learning Commission which should be made by the
first part of 2004.

“One of the last things the site team told us was that our college was too modest and that we need to blow our own horn,” said Kim Krull,
accreditation self study coordinator. “This accreditation confirms that the education we offer our studentsis outstanding. This four year
process to achieve stand alone accreditation has internally shown the faculty, staff, students and constituents that we may be small, but we are
mighty. The site team continually complimented the dedication of the faculty, administration and staff to the students, their learning and their
growth as young adults.”

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

The meeting was called to order on March 15, 2003 by President Connie Stewart at 2:00 P.M. at the Holiday Inn in Grand Island, Nebraska.
Present were Mike Stewart, Jerry Sundquist, Gale Wellmann, Gene Heller, Dave May, Dennis Leach, Garry Ruther, Tim Hegeholz.

The minutes of the November 2, 2002 meeting were read and approved.

Treasures Report

Current balance = $3,359 (Lincoln Alumni account) and $2,300 CD in the Farmers State Bank in Maywood.

Tractor Sales

$5,482.25.profit from tractor sales

Tim moved to accept the treasures report. Gale seconded. Motion Carried

Old Business

The framing of the picture of Bill Siminoe will be done by the Alumni Association.

Scholarship

The recipient of the scholarship should put an article about themselves in the newsletter.

Jerry will try to put together guidelines for the scholarship for the fall board meeting.

New Business

A tractor raffle was discussed. A motion was made by Tim to raffle a tractor at the Banquet. Seconded by Dennis. Motion Carried.

Fall Board Meeting will be the first or second week of November.

2004 Banguet

Will get proposals from Kearney, Gl, Riverside for the 2004 banquet. Ask for proposals for the 2005 banquet also. The dates should be as close
to mid March as possible. Check of conflicts with Easter.

Entertainment

May have to go without the entertainment because of the low number of people attending.

Newsletter Report

The price of putting out the newsletter has gone up between $300 and $350 dollars. Dave May moved to do the newsletter in house if possible.
Seconded by Mike Stewart. Motion carried.

It was suggested that the newsletter be posted on the NCTA website.

Tim moved to adjourn. Seconded by Dave May. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned.

Jerry Sundquist Sec/Treas.

The Swede's From Somewhere.
The picture above wastaken during the banquet held in Grand Island at the Holiday Inn in March 2003. Thiswasthe entertainment
and not graduates.

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING
The meeting was called to order on November 29, 2003 by President Connie Stewart at 3:00 P.M. at the Stewart residence in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Present were Connie Stewart, Mike Stewart, Jerry Sundquist, Gale Wellmann, Dave May, Judy Wellmann.



The minutes of the March 15, 2003 meeting were read and approved.

Treasures Report

Current balance = $3,726.00 (Lincoln Alumni account) and $2,300 CD in the Farmers State Bank in Maywood.
$5,482.25.profit from tractor sales.

Business

2004 Banquet is March 13th in Grand Island at the Howard Johnson motel.

Entertainment was discussed with no decision being made.

The meals cost will be $16.00 + $3.00.

We will raffle a tractor at the Banquet.

New Business

Jerry was instructed to look into selling a tractor on E-Bay.

Dave May moved to do the newsletter in house and not list all of the honored classes but offer to send the information to those who
request it., Mike Stewart seconded. Motion carried.

It was also discussed that we pay to get the undeliverable newsletters back by paying extra postage.

Meeting adjourned, 5:00 P.M..

Jerry Sundquist Sec/Treas.
FORMER NCTA STUDENTSMAKE IT TO THE BIG SHOW!

Josh Klute (2001) and Miranda Lehman (2000) have both turned their dreamsinto reality. During the summer of 2002, Josh and Miranda were
interns for the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club. Josh was hired to be a Sports Turf Technician while Miranda was hired as their Landscape
Horticulturist.

Since then, Klute has become the Assistant Turf Manager for the Lake County Captains, afarm club for the Cleveland Indians. Last year, they
were awarded field of the year and groundskeepers of the year in the South Atlantic League. The award is voted on by visiting players and
managers on how well the playing surface and mounds are. It is nice to see his hard work pay off.

Miranda has continued with the Brewers and is now the Lead Person for the crews inside and outside of the stadium. Mirandais responsible for
creating and maintaining the excellent appearance fans see as they enter the stadium and also is in charge of crews maintaining the playing
surface. It is great to see our esteemed college continue to graduate excellent young men and women and follow them in their careers. Bravo!

HELPWTTH ARCHWAY
AND COLUMN RESORATION

A couple of the landmarks on campus need our help!  Bricks from the archway at the entrance to campus near the Dean’ s home and the
columns in front of the gym are crumbling. Studies done afew years ago by a knowledgeable mason indicated that the columns and archway
would most likely have to be rebuilt. When repairs were done on these structures many years ago, Portland mortar was used. Because of the
composition of this mortar and the way that it has aged, many of the bricks are cracking and breaking apart. The mason was not certain how
many, if any of the existing bricks could be reused, but because these are historical landmarks on campus, it was felt they needed to be
preserved at al costs.

A couple of student organizationsat NCTA will be starting afund raising project this spring to begin renovation and rebuilding of these
structures. At the sametime, brick campus entryway signs will be constructed using the design of the campus archway and columns. Estimates
for materials, construction costs, and labor will be available early in February after the contractor reviews these structures again. Drawings of
the renovations and new entrance signs are also being developed. If you would be interested in assisting with this project or have questions
about it, please contact Kim Krull at (308) 367-5257 or by email at kkrull2@unl.edu.

STUDENT NEWS

Ken Miller (Soil and Water 72)

After leaving Curtis, | went into the Army where | spent 6 years, got married to Margo Whipple (Vet Tech '73) and had 4 kids. Now they are all
grown up and living lives of their own and | also have one grandson. | have since divorced and remarried.

My oldest, my only daughter, has a Business Degree from the University of Northern lowa and is employed by Jackson Auctionsin Cedar Falls,
lowa, my next is an assistant manager of a Menards Sore in Kalamazoo, Michigan (he inherited my skillful hands), my third graduated from
the University of lowa on the Deanslist in Chemical Engineering (got his brains from my side of the family) and is

currently married and working in California on some super-secret stuff that he can't tell me anything about and finally my youngest has
aspirations of being a landscaper for any Major Golf Course somewhere in the southern U.S. (of course there had to be an athlete from my
bloodline).

As | mentioned previously, | am still in the Engineering field, Surveying to be specific. Boy isthisfield changing. | can still remember that
teeny-weeny little computer that we had in class...blue screen and all. Looked more like a video game than a computer. And now herewe are
communicating by email...no such word in 1972!


mailto:kkrull2@unl.edu

Patty (Suhr) Samuelson (Hort 94)
Patty is planning a 10 year reunion for her NCTA classmates, hosting it at her house. She ismarried and has two children. Darci Jo, age 8
and Tyelar Lee, age 3. Sheisa stay-at-home mom. Patty’'s email addressis pas73899@excite.com and her mailing addressis 73899 M Road,

Holdrege, NE 68949. Please contact her if you have questions or can help.

NSA and UNSTA/NCTA Memorabilia has aNew Home

The Nebraska School of Agriculture (NSA) and UNSTA/NCTA memorabiliafinally has a“home” on campus. After the Alumni house on 7th
street was moved from campus about five years ago, high school and college photos, annuals, scrapbooks, and historical artifacts were moved
from location to location on campus until this past fall when the renovation of aroom on the ground floor of Ag Hall was initiated. Thisroom
has become the designated “ Alumni Room” that will house the historical artifacts that document the history of this campus from itsinception as
a state high school to its current status as an accredited two-year degree granting college.

In 1911 when the Nebraska L egislature voted to build a state high school in the western half of the state, Curtis won the bid for the school and
construction of Ag Hall began. On August 15, 1913, a dedication of the completed Ag Hall was held with nearly 4000 in attendance. The
school opened for the first time on September 9, 1913 with nearly 100 students enrolled. Courses offered in 1913 were described as follows:

“ A strong and practical coursein agriculture and manual training and regular high school subjects offered for the young men who wish to go
back to the land. A course will be offered for young women in sewing, cooking and the art of housekeeping, along with regular high school
subjects.” Since the school was a state institution, no tuition was charged. Room and board cost about $4 per week with students staying in the
“best homesin Curtis.”

In the early 1960’'s, a Nebraska L egislature interim study revealed that there was a serious shortage of adequately trained, technically educated,
work force to meet the needs of farmers, ranchers and agribusiness related industriesin Nebraska. It was felt that this shortage was serious
enough to impede economic growth of rural, aswell as, urban Nebraska. To help meet this need, UNSTA was established in 1965. The college
shared space with the state high school for three years until the last class of high school students graduated in 1968. Today, NCTA remainsa
part of the University of Nebraska system and has evolved to meet the needs of the ever-changing agricultural industry.

The “Alumni Room” has been painted with new carpet installed. New bookcases has been added and plans are in the works for displaying a
number of photographs as well as display cases being built to highlight special memorabilia. Organization of this room will offer an opportunity
for returning alumni to reminisce and research information from their years on campus.

Dr. Don Woodburn, Dean of NCTA has fully supported this project and stated, “ This campus has such arich history that it must be preserved.

It seemsthat everywhere | go in the state, | meet people that attended either high school or college on this campus.” Two years ago, NCTA
Professor Jerry Sundquist began some correspondence with Dr. Richard Thomas who is a Professor of History at Cornell Collegein Mt.
Vernon, lowa. Dr. Thomasis a professiona historic preservation consultant and has been involved with a research project supported by the
University of Minnesota to study former residential ag high schools across the country. Dr. Thomasindicated that this campusis probably the
finest preservation of aresidential ag high school in the nation and has encouraged the College to begin the process to be nominated for
National Landmark status. Kim Krull is currently corresponding with Dr. Thomas to initiate this process nationally and also on the state

level.

NCTA isworking to preserve the history of this campus as both a high school and college. If you have any pictures or artifacts to donate to the
Alumni Room or questions regarding this project, contact Kim Krull at (308) 367-5257 or kkrull2@unl.edu. Completion of the room is dated

for May 2004.

The Real Power

|

UNSTA/NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
RR 3, Box 23A
Curtis, NE 69025
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name Department Year
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if married, include maiden name
Name Department Year

Address

City/State/Zip

Home Telephone Number ( )
Work Telephone Number ( )

ANNUAL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP DUES $15.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES $150.00

Enclose check payable to : UNSTA/NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Return to: UNSTA/NCTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
RR 3, Box 23A
Curtis, NE 69025

wowmik HELP THE FUTURE BY SUPPORTING THE PAST *oxss
PLEASE ENCLOSE NEWS ABOUT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

Just send us a note with all of the above information if the form is to small to fill out!!

Men at Work
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