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By Mary Crawford
     “Hope Inspires Vision” is the theme of 
the third national Rural Futures Conference, 
scheduled for Oct. 21-23 in two Nebraska 
locations, including the Nebraska College of 
Technical Agriculture in Curtis.
     Registration for the 
conference, which drew a 
sold-out crowd of more than 
500 when it was last held in 
2013, is currently open at 
http://rfc.nebraska.edu . The 
conference is hosted by the 
Rural Futures Institute at the 
University of Nebraska.  
     Attendees from the Curtis 
area will be able to par-
ticipate in this year’s confer-
ence at NCTA on Oct. 21 and 22. Registration 
is $100 for the Curtis location ($20 for high 
school and college students). The conference 
also will be offered at Nebraska Innovation 
Campus in Lincoln.  
     “The Rural Futures Institute has been 
known for its ingenuity since its start, and the 
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture is 

pleased to be a partner in taking that innova-
tion one step further by hosting the conference 
simultaneously here in Curtis,” said Ron Ro-
sati, NCTA dean.   “Entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, agricultural producers and students 

from high schools and colleges throughout the 
region will be joining us at NCTA to share in 
this live, rural perspective close to where we 
work and live,” Rosati said.  
     Conference sessions will encourage at-
tendees to work together to build hope and 
develop a vision for invigorating rural commu-
nities, he added.  

     The conference kicks off on the evening of Oct. 21 with 
a dialogue session between Howard G. Buffett and Howard 
W. Buffett, authors of 40 Chances: Finding Hope in a Hungry 
World, a book about the limited opportunities people have to 
make a difference in the world.  
     Ronnie Green, NU vice president of agriculture and natu-
ral resources and senior vice chancellor for academic affairs 
and Harlan Vice Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s Institute for Agriculture and Natural Resources, will 
moderate the dialog.  
     The Buffetts’ session, “Finding Hope: Pioneering Your 40 
Chances,” is free and open to the public and is jointly spon-
sored with the Heuermann Lectures at IANR.  NCTA partici-
pants are invited for pre-session refreshments at 4:45 p.m. at 
NCTA’s Nebraska Agriculture Industry Education Center.  
     Other conference speakers include Clifton Taulbert a not-
ed author, entrepreneur and businessman who is president 
and CEO of the Freemount Corp., a human capital develop-
ment company; and Shane Lopez   , author of Making Hope 
Happen and a leading Gallup researcher on the science of 
hope. University of Nebraska President Hank Bounds will 
make opening remarks, “Dream Big With Me,” on the morn-
ing of Oct. 22. 
     “We know that hope matters tremendously to the suc-
cess of rural communities,” said Chuck Schroeder, founding 
executive director of the Rural Futures Institute. “Active hope, 
combined with a strong vision for the future, can energize 
rural people and places and ensure that rural communities 
are a viable choice for young people to live and work.”  
     Speakers involved at the Curtis site are Anne Burkholder, 
Will Feed, Inc., Cozad; Ben Blecha, Ace Ortho Solutions, 
Benkelman; Ken Rahjes, AgView, Elwood; Sarah Pinet, Vic-
tory Hill Farm, Scottsbluff; and Barry Fox, Kinkaider Brewing 
Company, Broken  Bow.  Educators from four NCTA partner 
high schools will be bringing students and participating as 
well on Oct 22. They are from Cambridge, Cozad, Elm Creek 
and York.    
					“Our	first	two	conferences	in	2012	and	2013	confirmed	
our thinking that the long-term economic success of rural 

Things I Think
1.    I think my dog’s continually malfunctioning anal 
glands are going to get me divorced. 
2.				People	that	waste	opportunity	to	chase	butterflies	
learn a tough lesson. 
3.    Getting along with people comes down to not being 
selfish.	
4.    When anything on Adult Swim makes more sense 
than the dialog in a Presidential debate, we are screwed. 
5.    Watched my dog watch a squirrel for 10 minutes.  
Then realized I had watched the dog watch the squirrel.  
For 10 minutes. 
6.    Do not get a Husky.  Or agree to keep one for any 
amount of time.  They are destructive ninjas with selec-
tive hearing and great speed. 
7.    My wife thinks a hair appointment for my daughter 
should be an excused absence from school. 
8.    When selecting a college, the dorm room should not 
be the deciding factor. 
9.				I	need	to	find	some	new	tunes.		My	ipod	is	getting	
stale, and that makes me cranky. 
10.    It’s never wrong to do the right thing. 

By Kevin Martin

Continued on Page 8

communities is a critical area for research and engagement 
– one in which the University of Nebraska is well-positioned 
to play a leadership role,” Schroeder adds. “We’re excited 
to again bring together stakeholders from Nebraska and 
beyond to share our best ideas.”
     Other conference sessions will focus on entrepreneur-
ship, broadband development, civic engagement, trans-
disciplinary education, eco-education, innovation and 
youth leadership. Faculty and students also will have the 
opportunity to present posters on research questions that 
showcase new knowledge and ideas relevant to the confer-
ence theme.  
     “The access for rural residents through the latest in com-
munication technologies is vital for this conference,” Rosati 
adds. “We hope many will take advantage of this great 
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Flag Football STVMA in Fall 
Festival Parade
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Cafeteria menu
Monday Oct. 5

Breakfast:  Pancakes•	
Noon:  Chicken & Noodles•	
Evening:  Grilled Cheese•	

Tuesday Oct. 6
Breakfast:		Assorted	Egg	Muffin	Omelets•	
Noon:  Goulash•	
Evening:  Weiner Roll Ups•	

Wednesday Oct. 7
Breakfast:  Biscuits and Gravy•	
Noon:  Rubens•	
Evening:  Corn Dogs•	

Thursday Oct. 8
Breakfast:  Tornados•	
Noon:  Meat Fajita•	
Evening:  Bacon/Lettuce/Tomato Sandwich•	

Friday Oct. 9
Breakfast: Scrambled Eggs  •	
Noon:  Popcorn Chicken Bowl•	
Evening: no evening meal offered•	

CALENDAR
 October
    1  December Degree Applications Due
    2 Last day to drop 1st 8-week course
    3 NCTA Farmers Market
    3 Stock Dog Clinic
    4 LEAD Program
    5 Intramural Flag Football
    6 Flu Shot Clinic @ The Barn
    7 District 11 Land Judging Contest
    7       Intramural Flag Football
    8 PTK Red Cross Blood Drive @ Ed Center
				8	 Bonfire	@	Aggie	Land
   12      Intramural Flag Football
   14 Etiquette Dinner for AMS Learning Communities
 19-20   Fall Break
 21-22   Rural Future Conference @ Ed Center
 23-24   VTCEA Continuing Education Program
 24-25   Sherman Tegtmeier Reining & Horsemanship 
             Clinic
    31     Stock Dog Trial
    31     Halloween
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Sandhills Ranch Becomes 
Outdoor Classroom

       A new partnership is demonstrating that conservationists 
and ranchers are looking at the future with similar hopes.
       The Nature Conservancy in Nebraska bought the 840-
acre Graves Ranch in Garden County in 1983 because its 
conservation value was so profound. For years, blowout 
penstemon was thought to be extinct, until 3,000 plants were 
discovered in the Sandhills – with a third of them on Graves 
Ranch. 
       Nearly four hours away, cattle used in the teaching 
program at the University of Nebraska’s College of Techni-
cal Agriculture (NCTA) near in Curtis needed more pasture 
for the summer, said Ron Rosati, NCTA’s dean.  The unique 
partnership using beef cattle and beginning ranchers began.                   
       “We need large grazers to keep grasslands in good 
health, and that is especially true when one of your goals is 
blowout penstemon conservation,” said Jason Skold, direc-
tor of conservation programs for The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC). 
       Since 2007, NCTA and industry partners have been 
helping young people get started in ranching through the 
100 Cow Ownership Advantage Program. Approximately 80 
students have enrolled in 100-Cow and nearly a third are 
ranching today in some ownership capacity. 
       Three major impediments to becoming established in 
ranching are lack of capital, lack of technical skills, and lack 
of assets. 
       This summer, TNC and NCTA created a partnership at-
tempting to address both “lack of technical skills” and “lack of 
assets” typically challenging beginning ranchers. 
       “We appreciate The Nature Conservancy working with 
NCTA to help students overcome these obstacles,” Rosati 
said.  NCTA students and instructors now have access to a 
wonderful, educational resource in Garden County.   
       NCTA has been expanding its successful 100 Cow 
program by adding a component through which students take 
ownership of a donated heifer during their academic career, 
and leave the NCTA campus upon graduation owning a bred 
heifer through “Heifer Link.” 
							In	this	first	year,	NCTA	students	are	grazing	cattle	on	
TNC’s Graves Ranch, and are learning to change fencing/
grazing patterns to meet habitat and conservation goals. 
       

       Additionally, a second partnership came about with the 
neighbors at the Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, a 
unit of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Because of the 
remote conditions and limited access to the Graves Ranch 
from campus, NCTA workers are allowed to stay at the ref-
uge’s bunk houses, and use cattle load facilities, plus access 
across the pastures to the isolated ranch. 
       “Cultivating conservation values in the next generation of 
Nebraska ranchers has been a goal of NCTA from the start,” 
Rosati said. “This effort is an innovative way for students to 
apply their knowledge on-the-ground, making a real differ-
ence in the survival of an endangered species.” 
       Dr. Doug Smith, NCTA animal science professor, over-
sees the student programs which will include range manage-
ment students determining stocking rates, cross fencing and 
pasture rotations. The students provide the labor and man-
agement. 
       In addition, equine students take NCTA horses on site to 
hone their trail riding and ranch horse skills, checking pe-
rimeter fencing and gathering cattle this fall to truck back to 
campus. 
       NCTA students also will use the program for livestock 
management internships and public education outreach. 

Cows and calves from the University of Nebraska’s College of Technical 
Agricultureat Curtis moved to summer pasture in Garden County in May.  
The Graves Ranch is owned by The Nature Conservancy of Nebraska, 

new NCTA partners.

By Mary Crawford

NCTA Honor Society to host
annual Red Cross Blood Drive

     Phi Theta Kappa’s annual Red Cross blood drive will 
be October 8 in the NCTA Education Center. Students 
and community members may show up any time 
between 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to donate but those 
who schedule an appointment with PTK faculty sponsor 
Eric Reed will get in and out more quickly. 
     Reed can be contacted at ereed2@unl.edu or 308-
367-5276.
     “Last year the Red Cross gave us a goal of 52 units. 
We beat that number by three,” said Reed. “This year, 
they gave is a goal of 59 units. I think we can make 
that, but we need everyone who can to show up.’
     “More important than the goal is the number of lives 
that can be saved. Across the county, the need for 
blood is rising, in part because of the aging baby boom 
generation and because of advances in technology.”

Medical 
Need

Red Blood 
Cells

Platelets Plasma

Severe 
Burns

8 units

Accident 
Victim

4-100 units

Liver 
Transplant

10 units 2-6 units 20 units

Cancer/
Leukemia 
Treatment

10-20 units 10-50 units 

Heart 
Transplant

4-6 units

Sickle Cell 
Anemia

10-15 units

Open 
Heart Sur-
gery

2-6 units 2-4 units 2-4 units

Bone 
Marrow 
Transplant

10-20 units 10-50 units

How much blood is 
needed?

Above: Students at the 2014 PTK Red Cross Blood Drive. The 
NCTA and Curtis community donated 55 units last year.

Who is eligible?
Generally anyone who is at least 17 years old (16 
with signed Red Cross parental/guardian conset form 
where state permits), weighs at least 110 pounds and 
is in good health an donate whole blood every 56 days 
and platelets up to 24 times a year. There is no up-
per age limit for donation. For more information about 
eligibility, please visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS. To set up an appointment and donate at 
this drive contact Eric Reed at ereed2@unl.edu.
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NCTA Needs Bigger 
Parking Stalls

Opinion by Cash Talamantez
 
       Many city people often complain about farm and ranch 
kids who have big pickups. They don’t understand that we 
have these pickups for a reason. Many of us are usually pull-
ing livestock trailers, hauling cattle, horses, tractors, etc. Now, 
it seems that some students at NCTA have also forgotten why 

we have these pickups; they are complaining that we take up 
too much room in the parking lots. 
      The problem seems to be centered on three parking lots 
with very limited space: Aggie West, the Education Center, 
and Aggie Central. Aggie West used to be a nursing home 
and wasn’t made for big pickups. There is no room for expan-
sion, for the building is surrounded by houses.  That said, 
the problem at West isn’t that big because most people have 
adjusted to it. A lot of people park in the street. 
       The major problem for parking is at the Education Center. 
There are more parking stalls, but the stalls are narrow and 
big pickups end up taking two spots so they have enough 
room	to	get	out.	Pickups	with	short	boxes	are	less	difficult	to	
get backed out, but duallys and long box pickups are more 
difficult:	they	don’t	have	a	sharp	turning	radius.
       Aggie Central is the second worst for parking. Most of the 
students have these little rice burners (cars) and do not know 
how to park at all. The people who have pickups try to park as 
close to other vehicles as possible. Then these cars come in 
and either park too far away or too close to each other for all 
the	spaces	to	be	used	efficiently.	
       There are many solutions to these problems. I have 
talked to other faculty members and students about this and 
they understand. The solutions I have come up with are to do 
away with the parking stalls or make them wider. I understand 
that this can be a problem because the paint is permanent, 

WiFi Upgrade
Announcement

Wi-fi	upgrade:	There	will	be	three	steps	to	the	wifi	upgrade:	
We’re replacing all the old access points with new ones.•	
A	team	from	Lincoln	will	be	coming	out	to	map	the	wifi	•	
coverage, and determine where we need to install more 
access points to eliminate dead  and slow areas. 
Install additional Access points in those locations.   •	

The new system is faster, and has a couple new SSIDs 
“eduroam”  see eduroam.org for more info.•	
“UNL-Wireless-Registration”  Connect to this with your •	
unregistered device, and it can detect your MAC address 
for you.
“UNL-Conference” when we have conferences a user-•	
name and password can be created for this so that visi-
tors can connect.
“UNL-AIR-E”	Encrypted	Wifi.•	
“UNL-AIR”  What we currently have.•	
“UNL-guest”  Guest access.•	

By Justin Baugher, NCTA IT Services Manager

but you could either paint new lines the school’s colors or put 
up a sign that says free parking for all.
       I asked two students their opinion on this subject. The 
first	student	said,	“Let’s	make	the	parking	stalls	wider.”	The	
second student said we could dedicate a dozen stalls to the 
dually pickups “or else dedicate the front half of the parking 
lot to the cars and the back parking lot to the pickups.” Good 
ideas, right? 
       The solution for Aggie Central is to designate one of three 
parking lots as a car lot and the other two for pickups. I did 
an informal poll of the residents at Aggie Central and more 
people drove pickups than cars.        
       All in all, something needs to be done so no one else 
gets ticketed for having one tire over the line. I hope that 
all of you who have pickups help support these ideas, 
and I hope that the school will do something about it. 

Join the

NCTA Book Exchange 
on Facebook!

Buy and sell your NCTA textbooks 
for better prices than the Bookstore!

Jim Wand the Hypnotist!


