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Fall Recruiting Wrap-up 
By NCTA Dean Larry Gossen 
 
It’s November and I’m s�ll wondering where September went! I don’t know about you, but �me flies 
way too fast. I men�oned last week in this column that a key person responsible for making sure this 
column appeared each week, Mary Crawford, was re�ring. We again wish Mary all the best. 
 
It’s difficult to replace a person like Mary, but we have shi�ed some du�es around and the person that 
will take over the majority of these responsibili�es will be Andela Taylor. Andela is one of our recruiters 
and she has been assis�ng Mary for a few months now. With Andela in this modified posi�on, you will 
see a few changes in how we operate on the communica�ons front. 
 
One of those changes begins today. Instead of this being the “Dean’s Column,” we will be transi�oning 
this to guest columnists to showcase various departments and programs on campus.  I hope you like the 
first installment of this new format. And we start this new format today with Andela Taylor. 
 
Recrui�ng Far and Wide—Andela Taylor, Recruiter 
First, a note of gra�tude to Mary Crawford for her pa�ence and thoroughness in our transi�on. Her 
passion for agriculture, student success, and everything NCTA and Nebraska is unparalleled. Thank you, 
Mary! 
 
For those of us who enjoy connec�ng with young people, listening to their ideas and dreams, and seeing 
them get excited about how they can achieve their goals, being a college recruiter is a great gig.  
Rulon Taylor and I have been traveling from the smallest of the small schools to the largest of the 
large—from Mullen to Omaha South High School. Addi�onally, Admissions Recruiter Gaylene S�nman 
traveled to five sites across the state presen�ng to over 360 high school counselors and in one virtual 
site. 
 
Consistently, we find students who are passionate about animals, thus our veterinary technology or 
animal science degrees may be a great fit. There are an abundance of students searching for 
opportuni�es in trades, therefore we promote our excellent programs in welding, irriga�on tech, and ag 
mechanical op�ons. For interests about plant science, we share about the hands-on learning, real-world 
decision-making, and high-tech aspects of the field of agronomy.  
 
Students who express the goal of becoming a teacher—especially those wan�ng to be ag teachers and 
FFA advisors—get the most powerful pitch we can muster! There is no place like NCTA to dive into a 
wide range of courses that they will use in their future classrooms. The excellent response by atendees 
at the Ag Boot Camp held here for ag teachers last summer was a great tes�mony to share.  
 
Extreme passion for horses is driving many students to find educa�onal opportuni�es for equine 
industry careers. This growing trend has been posi�ve for our out-of-state recruitment as well as in the 
more urban Nebraska locales. Affordability, convenience, facili�es, industry connec�on, clinics, and of 
course, our dynamic faculty and the rodeo and ranch horse teams make us a unique choice. 



 
For the undecided students, they seem responsive to the point that Nebraska’s economy is built on 
agriculture and atending a college where they can be educa�onally immersed in it can open doors to 
career opportuni�es in the ag industry. The new NCTA/UNK 2 + 2 agribusiness partnership has been a 
�mely addi�on as we wrapped up the season at Omaha high schools and Na�onal FFA last week.  
 
Sta�s�cally, this season has yielded a significant increase in the number of prospec�ve student leads 
from all recrui�ng efforts over last year. The leads from larger events like Husker Harvest Days and 
Na�onal FFA are well over 3,000. The College Fair leads are lower in number compared to the larger ag 
events, but higher in the probability of atendance. These prospec�ve students total over 500 new leads, 
distributed as 35% seniors, 40% juniors, 25% sophomores or younger.  
 
As we move forward in our con�nued outreach to prospec�ve students who will take a next step to visit 
campus and explore Cur�s, we know it takes a whole community effort to posi�vely impact the 
student’s decision to atend. The next Discovery Day is coming right up on November 14th and every day 
we have students and parents coming for individual campus tours.  
 
Thank you to the ci�zens and businesses of Cur�s for helping us in our recrui�ng efforts. Please do not 
hesitate to offer your sugges�ons and send us students. Our emails: Andela Taylor ataylor59@unl.edu 
Rulon Taylor rtaylor31@unl.edu  Gaylene S�nman gs�nman2@unl.edu 
 
Part of the University of Nebraska system, the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture is a two-year institution 
with a statewide mission of preparing students for successful careers in agriculture, veterinary technology and 
related industries. NCTA is known for its affordable tuition, high job-placement rate for its graduates, and for the 
success of student teams in competitive activities including crops judging, ranch horse events, livestock judging, 
shotgun sports, stock dog trials, and intercollegiate rodeo. The college is consistently ranked as one of the best two-
year schools in the nation. 

 
Aggie Ambassador Maddy Carr, far right, leads a group of prospective students and parents at Discovery Day on 
campus. (A. Taylor photo)                                  
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