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By NCTA Dean Ron Rosati, Ph.D. 
 

A peaceful Aggie campus 
 
This is a quiet �me on the NCTA campus with most members of 
our college community at home with family enjoying the 
holidays and catching up on family events. 

 
However, responsibili�es con�nue at the Nebraska College of 
Technical Agriculture in maintaining the Cur�s campus and 
surrounding farm and livestock enterprises. 
 
As a winter storm moves into Fron�er County and much of 
Nebraska, several staff and students are tending to essen�al 
ac�vi�es. 
 
College livestock are fed and cared for by student employees 
who live locally. These NCTA Aggies look forward to the 
opportunity to earn some extra spending money during the 
University’s holiday break.  
 
Others have the responsibility for the dogs, cats, furred and 
feathered pets, and exo�c animals housed at NCTA. We maintain 
a large inventory of animals to meet the needs of our teaching programs in veterinary technology, 
animal science and equine management areas. As a result, student workers dedicate several hours a 
day to maintaining the facili�es and food for the animals. 
 
Some staff also provide oversight for those chores. Faculty and staff are on call throughout the year to 
handle any ques�ons or emergencies which may occur with campus animals. Student employees have 
direc�ons to call their on-call contacts if animals are sick, hurt or missing. Though infrequent, health 
situa�ons can occur, regardless of the season or �me of day. 
 
Other college staff provide campus security throughout the year. And physical plant operators are on 
call to handle any emergencies at college facili�es. 
 
The NCTA campus is more than 100 years old and it s�ll retains its original academic buildings. 
Occasionally our older infrastructure reminds us of its age when a water pipe breaks or a steam line 
fails. At �mes like that, alarms go off and employees are quick to arrive at campus to solve the 
problem. We appreciate the dedica�on of these employees and their knowledge and skill as they work 
to keep our campus func�onal. 

NCTA NEWS 
Curtis, NE  69025-9525 

Mary Crawford: 308-367-5231 
mcrawford@unl.edu 

 

Alex Penna is an equine management 
major from New York. She feeds hay to 
horses at the NCTA campus. (Student 
photo by A. Crouse/NCTA News) 
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NCTA’s statewide mission 
 
Holiday breaks also provide us with an opportunity to reflect on the previous year and NCTA’s mission 
for the future. We check on our progress as an academic ins�tu�on. Our leadership team designs  
adjustments to our procedures, as needed, in a con�nuous effort to improve NCTA’s effec�veness at 
crea�ng successful graduates. 
 
On January 4, prior to classes beginning the following Monday, the college will gather partners from 
across the state for an evalua�on and planning ac�vity. The NCTA Statewide Advisory Council comes to 
Cur�s to join us in developing our next five-year strategic plan. 
 
This advisory council consists of professionals from various cons�tuencies across the state including 
higher educa�on, state government, agricultural industries, secondary educa�on, parents, alumni and 
students. The group will review a dra� a strategic plan which has been developed by various advisors, 
internally and externally, among our college community. 
 
Annually, the Statewide Advisory Council convenes at NCTA,  and throughout the year communicates 
electronically, with input to campus. Next week, the group will make recommenda�ons for 
improvement, addi�on or modifica�on to the NCTA Strategic Plan. 
 
We appreciate the assistance of our extensive college community from throughout Nebraska. We 
value their insights and the �me they dedicate to NCTA in developing this important roadmap for 
campus facili�es, services, staffing, and most importantly, the academic success of Aggie students.  
 
NCTA strives to expediently respond to the emerging workforce development needs of Nebraska’s 
agricultural industries. The NCTA Statewide Advisory Council helps us achieve that mission. 
 
Thank you to all who supported Aggie students in 2018.  Happy New Year!   
 
NCTA Mission:  The Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture is devoted to a statewide mission of preparing students for successful careers in agriculture, 
veterinary technology, food and related industries. The college provides open access to innovative technical education resulting in associate degrees, 
certificates, diplomas and other credentials. 
 
NCTA in January: 
1 – Happy New Year 2019 – campus closed 
2 – Offices reopen 
4 – Statewide Advisory Council 
7 – Spring Semester begins 
 
Find this ar�cle online: htps://go.unl.edu/orh8 
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