
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feb. 22, 2020 
By Mary Crawford, NCTA News 
 
Aggies gear up for FFA Week 
 
CURTIS, Neb. – A faculty apprecia�on breakfast Monday morning kicks off Na�onal FFA Week at the 
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Cur�s. 
 
The NCTA 4-H and FFA Club is sponsoring Ag Olympics on Wednesday, and all week will have a Trivia 
Contest through NCTA’s social media. 
 
“Our chapter has been working to stay more involved this year on campus and in the community,” said 
Emily Kammerer of Sutherland, president of the NCTA’s combined collegiate club. 
 
“We want to show our thanks for all that the faculty do for our NCTA students,” said Kammerer, an ag 
educa�on major. 
 
Aggie teams will compete for prizes in the Ag Olympics, as well as individual awards in trivia. 
 
Student support across the college campus, which offers two-year degrees in agriculture and veterinary 
technology, is important year-round.  
 
Last fall, as classes started, the FFA students held a spaghe� feed to assist in fundraising for 13 Aggies 
who received their American Degrees at the Na�onal FFA Conven�on in Indianapolis. 
 
“Our collegiate FFA and 4-H is composed of students who have been involved in either FFA, 4-H or both 
over the years in their home high schools and we con�nue that emphasis here at college.” 
 
Around campus, students help with events such as livestock judging for District 9 and 11 FFA Chapters, 
along with leadership and career development programs at NCTA. 
 
“Our goal is to spread our name throughout campus, and hopefully, gain more students who are 
interested in being a part of our club.” 
 
Club sponsor is Doug Smith, professor in animal science and agricultural educa�on, and also NCTA’s 
livestock judging team coach. 
 
On March 2, at the NCTA Discovery Day and informa�onal sessions, members will staff a 4-H/FFA booth 
at the Discovery Fair on campus. 
 
“We are excited to show the prospec�ve students from high schools that their FFA careers can con�nue 
once they get to NCTA.  We all have a common bond here,” said Kammerer, who transfers to UNL next 
fall a�er she graduates from NCTA. “I want my career to be in agriculture and youth programs.” 
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Students such as Kammerer, several faculty and NCTA recruiters plan to take their NCTA exhibit to 
upcoming FFA conven�ons at several states including Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas, Iowa, Missouri, 
Wyoming and Colorado. 
 
The Nebraska FFA State Conven�on is April 1-4 in Lincoln. 
 

 
The 4-H/FFA Club will celebrate FFA Week Feb. 22-29 at the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in 
Curtis.  (Photo by Annie Bassett / NCTA) 
 
Addi�onal cap�on informa�on:  front row, from le�, Aurora Urwiler, Laurel; Hallee McKenna, Selden, 
Kansas; Bailey Johnson, Has�ngs; Taylor Hendrix, Holyoke, Colorado; Lauren Nichols, Scotsbluff; Macy 
Zentner, Cedar Rapids.  Back row, from le�, Dr. Doug Smith, Cur�s; Addy Villwok, Randolph, Emily 
Kammerer, Sutherland; Emily Riley, Norton, Kansas; Taylor Sayer, Cambridge; and Tyler Aschenbrenner, 
Scotsbluff. (Photo by Annie Basset / NCTA) 
  
Online ar�cle: htps://go.unl.edu/fahe  
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