
 
 
 
 
 

Gossen chosen as dean of the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 
 
Lincoln, Neb. April 27, 2020 – Dr. Larry Gossen, a trusted and effec�ve leader 
and educator in the field of agricultural educa�on, has been selected as the 
next dean of the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Cur�s, Neb.  
 
Gossen will succeed Ron Rosa�, who re�red in August of 2019 a�er six years 
at the college. Kelly Bruns, director of the West Central Research and 
Extension Center in North Plate, has served as interim dean.  
 
Gossen brings both classroom and administra�ve experience to the posi�on. 
A�er gradua�ng from Kansas State University, Gossen taught for 24 years at 
Elk Valley and Neodesha high schools in Southeast Kansas. In 2001, he 
accepted a posi�on with the Kansas Department of Educa�on as the state supervisor for agricultural 
educa�on and State FFA Advisor. In 2005, Gossen joined the Na�onal FFA Organiza�on in Indianapolis, 
where he served in a number of roles un�l 2018. Since August 2019, he has served as the Nebraska State 
FFA advisor. Throughout his career, he developed a robust, na�onwide network of ag educators and FFA 
alumni and stakeholders. 
 
Gossen is a life�me member of the Na�onal FFA Alumni, has received his Honorary American FFA 
Degree, the Na�onal FFA VIP Award, and was a na�onal finalist for the Na�onal FFA Agriscience Teacher 
of the Year. He received his Ph.D. in curriculum and instruc�on in 2011 from Kansas State University.   
 
“I am absolutely thrilled that Larry Gossen has agreed to lead the Nebraska College of Technical 
Agriculture into the future,” said Mike Boehm, vice president for agriculture and natural resources for 
the University of Nebraska and vice chancellor for the Ins�tute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. “Larry’s experience and network uniquely posi�on NCTA and the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources at UNL to partner with post-secondary and K-12 
ins�tu�ons in Nebraska and beyond. I am excited to see how NCTA under Larry’s leadership will serve 
the diverse educa�onal and workforce development needs of learners in Nebraska and the region.” 
 
Part of the University of Nebraska system, the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture is a two-year 
ins�tu�on with a statewide mission of preparing students for successful careers in agriculture, 
veterinary technology and related industries. NCTA is known for its affordable tui�on, high job-
placement rate for its graduates, and for the success of student teams in numerous compe��ve 
ac�vi�es including crops judging, ranch horse events, livestock judging, shotgun sports, stock dog trials, 
and intercollegiate rodeo. The college is consistently ranked as one of the best two-year schools in the 
na�on. 
 
“I am excited to strengthen exis�ng partnerships with community colleges, public schools, UNL’s College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, industry partners, and alumni to ensure the agricultural 
and vet tech workforce and talent needs of Nebraska and the surrounding region are met,” Gossen 
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said.  “We are in the midst of challenging �mes, but challenges also bring opportuni�es for innova�on. I 
hope to build on the work by previous deans and Interim Dean Bruns, and together with faculty, staff 
and students take NCTA to the next level." 
 
Gossen’s appointment as dean comes on the heels of the announcement of the Nebraska Promise, 
which offers free tuition to University of Nebraska students whose families make $60,000 a year or less. 
The Nebraska Promise applies to students at all NU campuses, including NCTA.  

Gossen will begin his new posi�on on June 15. More informa�on about NCTA can be found at 
ncta.unl.edu. 
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