Medical Terminology VTS 1301
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture
Syllabus and Outline


Division: Veterinary Technology
Course Number: VTS 1301
Course: Medical Terminology
Credit Hours: 1
Semester: Spring 2026
Time & Location: On-Line course delivered via canvas.unl.edu
Instructor: Barbara Berg LVT
Office: Veterinary Technology Building
Phone Number: Office 308-367-5219  Cell: 308-367-7075   
E-mail: bberg2@unl.edu

Course Description: Medical Terminology introduces students to basic words and word structures that are essential in reading and writing medical literature.  This course is essential for anyone seeking a better understanding of medical scientific forms.

Course Pre-requisites: None

Veterinary Technology Mission
The Veterinary Technology Systems division is dedicated to the development of innovative individuals for careers in the animal health industry.  The focus of the Veterinary Technology Associate of Applied Science degree is to provide the hands-on skills and academic background needed for graduates to accept and be successful in career opportunities within the animal health industry, be lifelong learners and involved community members.  NCTA maintains a wide variety of animals to provide the students with a consistent and broad background of experience  

Learning Outcomes
VTS1301 – Medical Terminology meets the following Vet Tech Program and Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Provides the Medical Terminology requirement from the AVMA essential skills list.
2. Be able to communicate to clients in lay terms the medical information they need to care effectively for their animals.
Objectives:

Chapter One – Ready, Set, Go
1. Identify and recognize the types of word parts that make up a medical term
2. Define commonly used prefixes, roots, combining forms, and suffixes.
3. Analyze and understand basic medical terms
4. Recognize the importance of spelling medical terms correctly.
5. Practice proper pronunciation of medical terms using the pronunciation guide.
6. Recognize, define and spell medical terms. 

Chapter Two – Where, Why and What
7. Identify and recognize body planes, positional terms, directional terms, and body surface terms.
8. Define terms used to describe specific branches of study.
9. Identify terms used to describe the oral cavity and tooth surfaces
10. Identify terms used to describe the structure of cells, tissues and glands.
11. Define terms related to body cavities and structure
12. Describe how an animal is positioned while lying down
13. Recognize the parts of the cell and describe their function
14. Define terms related to genes or heredity
15. List the four tissue types and describe terms associated with cel and tissue structure.
16. Recognize, define, spell, and pronounce medical terms related to pathology and procedures
17. Identify body systems by their components, functions and combing forms.
18. Identify prefixes that assign numeric value

Chapter 3 – Meat and Bones
19. Identify and describe the major structures and functions of the musculoskeletal system
20. Define terms used to describe the musculoskeletal system.
21. Describe bone anatomy terms
22. Differentiate between the axial and appendicular skeletons
23. Define terms used to describe muscle movements
24. Describe how muscles are named
25. Recognize, define, spell and pronounce terms related to the diagnosis, pathology, and treatment of the musculoskeletal system.
26. Construct musculoskeletal terms from word parts
27. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations of the musculoskeletal system.
Chapter 4 – Head to Toe
28. Identify and describe the body parts of various species
29. Recognize, define and spell anatomical terms.

Chapter 5 – What is in a Name
30. Identify and recognize common terms used for animals
31. Define common terms used to denote sex and age of animals
32. Define common terms used to denote birthing and grouping of animals

Chapter 10 – Skin Deep
33. Identify the structures of the integumentary system
34. Describe the functions of the integumentary system
35. Differentiate between surface lesions, fluid-filled lesions, and erosive lesions
36. Recognize, define, and spell the terms used to describe the diagnosis, pathology and treatment of the integumentary system.
37. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations of the integumentary system.

Chapter 16 – Testing, Testing
38. Describe terms and equipment used for the basic physical examination.
39. Recognize, define, and spell terms associated with physical exams.
40. Recognize, define, and spell terms associated with laboratory analysis.
41. Recognize, define and spell basic medical and disease terms.
42. Recognize, define and spell terms associated with pathogenic organisms.
43. Recognize, define and spell terms associated with different types of disease and terms, used to describe them.
44. Recognize, define and spell terms associated with endoscopic and centesis procedures.
45. Describe positioning for radiographic and imaging procedures.
46. Recognize, define and spell terms associated with imaging procedures.
47. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations associated with physical exams, laboratory analysis, pathogenic organism, diseases, endoscopy, centesis, and  imaging techniques. 

Chapter 17 Drugs and Dissection
48. Recognize, define and spell the terms associated with pharmacology and drugs used in various treatments.
49. Recognize, define and spell the terms associated with different types of surgery and the instruments used in surgery
50. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations associated with pharmacology and surgery.
Chapter 18 – Like Cats and Dogs
51. Recognize, define and spell terms related to dogs and cats.
52. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to dogs and cats.
53. Analyze case studies and apply medical terminology  in practical setting. 

Chapter 19 – Horse Sense
54. Recognize, define and spell terms related to horses, donkeys, mules and ponies
55. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to equine animals. 
56. Analyze case studies and apply medical terminology in a practical setting. 

Chapter 20 – Make room for the ruminants
57. Recognize, define and spell terms related to cattle, sheep, goats, and camelids
58. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to ruminants

Chapter 21 – Hog Heaven
59. Recognize, define and spell terms related to swine
60. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to swine
61. Apply medical terminology in a practical setting.

Chapter 22 – Birds of a Feather
62. Recognize, define and spell terms related to birds
63. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to birds
64. Apply medical terminology in a practical setting.

Chapter 23 – All the Rest
65. Recognize, define and spell terms related to laboratory animals, pocket pets, reptiles  and amphibians. 
66. Interpret the meaning of abbreviations related to laboratory animals, pocket pets, reptiles, and amphibians.
67. Apply medical terminology as it applies to laboratory animals, pocket pets, reptiles and amphibians.







Academic Honesty and Professional Conduct
1. Follow all guidelines set forth by the instructor, VT handbook and NCTA.
2. Be nice, respectful considerate and helpful towards each other. Ethical and adult behavior is expected.
3. Avoid disruptive behavior and complete all assignments in a timely manner.
4. Do your own work on assignments and tests. All cases of cheating or plagiarism shall be handled at the discretion of the instructor and is based on the NCTA Student Code of Conduct in the Student Handbook and the Vet Tech Handbook.  Students may be disciplined by dismissal from the course and a failing grade. 
5. Refrain from using inappropriate language.
6. Do not misuse any electronic devices such as computers, cell phones etc.  This includes NOT posting pictures on the internet without permission (face book, twitter etc.)
7. Do not misuse professional supplies, mistreat or abuse the animals or drugs.
8. Dishonesty or unprofessional behavior may result in grade reduction, failing the class, or permanent withdrawal from the class.

Assessment

Academic assessment is the process for ongoing improvement of student learning and success.  The assessment program at NCTA has four specific interrelated purposes:
1. To improve student learning
2. To improve teaching strategies
3. To document successes and identify opportunities for improvement
4. To provide evidence for institutional effectiveness

Assessment Criteria

1. Homework and Reading assignments will provide a chance for students to learn the material, prepare for exams, and develop skills in the application of course content.
2. Quizzes will include multiple choice, short answer and true/false questions.  These are done on-line via canvas.  The quizzes are open book, open notes with no time limit.  Once started though the quiz must be completed and can be taken only once. 
3. Final Exam – NOT Open book or open notes.  100 questions.  Once the test is started it must be completed and can be taken only once.  

Assessment – NCTA % to Grade Conversion (College Catalog)
	Grade 
	GPA
	%

	A+ 
	4.00 
	100

	A 
	4.00 
	90-100

	A- 
	3.67 
	86.7-90

	B+ 
	3.33 
	83.3-86.7

	B 
	3.00 
	80-83.3

	B- 
	2.67 
	76.3-80

	C+ 
	2.33 
	73.3-76.3

	C 
	2.00 
	70-73.3

	C- 
	1.67 
	66.7-70

	D+ 
	1.33 
	63.3-66.7

	D  Passing grade
	1.00 
	60-63.3

	F
	0.00 
	0-59



Book - Required Text: 
An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology, Janet Amundson Romich, Delmar Thomson Learning, - Fourth Edition

Canvas Learning Management System
· Access Canvas by going to myunl.edu.
· Once the course has been found and opened, all class materials, outline, syllabus, lectures, assignments and tests can be found under the “Assignments” tab. 
· It is recommended that you use either Firefox or chrome browser when accessing Canvas courses.  If you experience specific issues with Canvas, try using an alternate browser before requesting assistance.  (Even internet explorer).  Switching browsers often solves simple issues.
· UNL Help Desk contact information for all Canvas-related problems or questions: toll free (866) 472-3970 and help

Chapter assignments.
For each chapter, complete the multiple choice, True, False and short answer questions at the end of the chapter.  The crossword puzzles do NOT need to be done. These can be e-mailed, faxed or mailed to me if off campus.  If you are on campus they may also be put in the assignment box outside my office door. 



Communication
If on campus feel free to stop by my office in the Veterinary Technology building.  As an on-line class E-mail probably works best.  Don’t forget to include the course name in the subject line.  I can be reached at bberg2@unl.edu.  Or you may call my office number at 308-367-5219.   

Disability
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Kevin Martin, ADA/504 Compliance Officer, 308-367-5217, Education Center, for a confidential discussion of their individual needs for academic accommodation. It is the policy of the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture to provide individualized accommodations to students with documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully participate in course activities or to meet course requirements

Final Exam
100 questions, 100 points.  Closed book, closed notes.  Pencil and a blank piece of paper  all you need  / can have with you.  The test will be through canvas much like the quizzes you have taken every week.  Once the test is started you must complete it.  The primary difference between the final exam and the weekly quizzes is the length and it is NOT open book. 

Flexibility:  
Change is good and often necessary.  Please be flexible. The syllabus, outline and schedule are guidelines for classes, but are subject to change as needed.

Homework and study time: 
Plan on 30-60 minutes of daily study 5-7 days a week. Some people may need more time to fully comprehend the material.  

Quizzes
Quizzes are open book with no time limit.  They must be completed once started and can be taken only once. 

Time Line
Assignments due dates are on canvas.  You may however complete the chapters in any order you like.  Assignments can be completed earlier than stated.  All assignments, quizzes and the final exam must be done before the end of the semester / session. 

Title IX
Title IX is a Federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex or gender in all programs and activities. The Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture will not discriminate on grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or any other factor prohibited by law in providing any educational or other benefits or services. For more information or to report a Title IX incident, please contact Title IX Coordinator, 308-367-5259, Ag All Room 25.

Course Outline

	Chapter One – Ready, Set, Go
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the review exercises
c. Quiz 

	Chapter 2 – Where, Why and What
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the review exercises
c. Read through the attached Power Points
d. Quiz 

	Chapter 3 – Meat and Bones
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the review exercises
c. Quiz 

	Chapter 4 – Head to Toe (and all parts in between)
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the review exercises
c. Quiz 

Chapter 5 – What is in a name
a. Read through the attached power points
b. Read the chapter
c. Complete the review exercises
d. Quiz 

Chapter 6 – Gut Instinct
a. Read the attached power point
	
Chapter 10 – Skin Deep
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the review exercises
c. Quiz 

Chapter 16 – Testing Testing
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Quiz

	Chapter 17 – Drugs and Dissection
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises
c. Quiz

Chapter 18 – Like Dogs and Cats
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Complete and turn in the Case Study
d. Quiz

Chapter 19 – Horse Sense
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Complete and turn in the Case Study
d. Quiz

Chapter 20 – Make room for the Ruminants
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises
c. Quiz

Chapter 21 – Hog Heaven
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Complete and turn in the Case Study
d. Quiz



Chapter 22 – Birds of a Feather
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Quiz

Chapter 23 – All the Rest 
a. Read the chapter
b. Complete the Review exercises 
c. Quiz

Final Exam
Closed book, closed notes, you must do your own work.  There is no time limit.  It can be taken only once and must be completed once it is started.
